Public Administration in Information Society: Towards a Common Public Information Policy in Europe – Case of Finland

The rise of the information technology and the growing economic aspects of information set new kinds of expectations for public sector information that can be seen as a public good with economic potential. This development calls for a new kind of public information policy. The aim of the research is to study the new role and functions of the public administration in an information society and public information as its key resource. The scope of the study will be the case of Finnish public administration in the context of the on-going formation of a pan-European information policy.

The study will focus on the changing role of public administration and digital public information as a new kind of public good, along with the reshaping of the public sphere through the different interests that are focused on the public information. On the international level the motives of the emerging EU public information policy are examined in comparison to the policy models adopted elsewhere, especially in the USA.

On the national level the study will examine the affect of the technological change and possible implications of the EU initiatives on the public administration and the administrative culture in Finland. The study also aims at tracking the possibilities, risks and uncertainties that are emerging along with the technological transition and their acknowledgement in the Finnish public administration. As the common tasks executed by the public sector are shifting towards managing information, the discussion on the role of the public sector in the digital service provision and the knowledge-based production is examined in relation to the debate of the future state functions in Finland.
