Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences
[obstruents]

FN kopa ~TN xoba ‘fur’ < PN *kopa

FN kdpta- ~ TN xabta- ‘extinguish’ < PN *kopta-

FN wata ~ TN wada ‘hook’ < PN *wata

FN pamsa ~ TN pamca ‘meat’ < PN *pgomsa

FN myetsya ~ TN myercya ‘wind’ < PN *myersya

FN xagpa- ~ TN sapa- ‘hack’ < PN *saqpo-

FN wagqgta ~'TN wata ‘extra’ < PN *woqta

FN syaqku ~ TN syako ‘red-breasted goose’ < PN *syaqko
FN tyegsya- ~ TN tyecya- ‘be cold’ < PN *tyeqsyo-

FN jaxa ~ TN yaxa ‘river’ < PN *joka [joxa]



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences
[m / w]

FN pawa ~TN pewa ‘head’ < PN *pawa
FN tiwa ~ TN teewa ‘tail’ < PN *tzewa

FN wama ~ TN wewa ‘bad’ < PN *wazema
FN kdma ~ TN xewa ‘bone marrow’ < PN *ksema

FN pamata ~ TN pamada ‘eat’ obj.sg3sg < PN *poammata
FN temaq ~ TN temagq ‘sinew’ poss. 1pl < PN *temmaq
FN syimya ~'TN syimya ‘become full of holes’ 3sg < PN *syimmya

FN nyeywa ~ TN nyema ‘sleep’ < PN *nyenwa



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences

[ny]

FN tyonya ~ TN tyonya ‘fox’ < PN *tyonnya
FN myinye- ~'TN myinye- ‘transport’ < PN *myinnye-

FN wyija ~TN yinya ‘strap’ < PN *wyinya
FN tyeje- ~ TN tyenye- ‘remember’ < PN *tyenye-

FN panu ~ TN pano ‘boat’ < PN *gonno
FN wyexana ~'TN yexana ‘sturgeon’ < PN *wyekana



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences [liquids]

FN kota ~'TN xora ‘bull’ < PN *kora

FN madtu ~ TN maro ‘greedy’ < PN *moro

FN pyelye- ~'TN pyerye- ‘endure’ < PN *pyerye-
FN xatyu ~ TN saryo ‘rain’ < PN *saryo

FN kalya ~'TN xalya ‘fish’ < PN *kalya
FN jita- ~ TN yila- ‘raise’ < PN *jilo-
FN jitye- ~ TN yilye- ‘live’ < PN *jilye-
FN #i ~TN li ‘bone’ < PN *1i

FN pyintyu ~'TN pyilyo ‘gadfly’ < PN *pyillyo

FN pyintyi ~'TN peelyi ‘strange’ < PN *peellyi

FN tonta- ~'TN tola- ‘read’ < PN *tolla-

FN mantye- ~ TN moalye- ‘end’ < PN *mollye-
(cf. Castrén moallye- etc.)



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences
[palatality]

FN tyejimyd- ~'TN tyenyewa- ‘know’ < PN *tyenyemyo-
FN jempydqg- ~ TN yempaq- ‘dress’ < PN *jempyaq-

FN syetyd- ~ TN syela- ‘clean horns’ < PN *syelyo-

FN wyelydqg- ~ TN yeraq- ‘cut into pieces’ < PN *wyeryaq-
FN syiityat- ~ TN syudar- ‘whistle’ < PN *syutyar-

FN tyony° ~TN tyon° ‘fox’ acc.pl < PN *tyonnya

FN tyeqsya- ~ TN tyecya- ‘be cold’ < PN *tyeqsyo-

FN panty°q ~ TN paly°q ‘dense’ < PN *pollyaq
FN patyd- ~ TN padya- ‘be visible’ < PN *poatyo-
FN kany° ~ TN xany°h ‘frost’ < PN *konnyor

FN jemnyd- ~'TN yemnya- ‘repair’ < PN *yemnyo-



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences
[FN palatal velars]

FN kyimya ~ TN xibya ‘who’ < PN *kimya

FN kyimyim- ~'TN x@byim- ‘become shorter’ < PN *kamyim-
FN xyinta- ~'TN sinta- ‘preserve’ < PN *sinta-

FN pyintyi ~ TN peelyi ‘strange’ < PN *peellyi

FN kyi : kyi- ~TN (der.) xir ‘grey hair’ < PN *ki

FN kisuj® ~TN xasuy® ‘dry’ < PN *kasuj°

FN kiji ~ TN xayi ‘stay, remain’ 3sg < PN *kaji

FN xityum- ~ TN saryum- ‘start raining’ < PN *saryum-
FN pisi ~TN pesi ‘camp’ < PN *pesi

FN pijum- ~ TN payum- ‘start thawing’ < PN *pajum-



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences
[vowel height difference]

FN pyema ~ TN pyiwa ‘reindeer fur boot’ < PN *pyaema
FN syewa ~ TN syiwa ‘shovel’ < PN *syawa

FN piityet° ~ TN nudyid® ‘hand’ poss. pl2sg < PN *pgutyzetd
FN jo- ~TN yit- ‘block the river’ < PN *jce-

FN josyita- ~ TN yiusyeda- ‘lie (of people)’ < PN *jesyeta-
FN -xdjo ~TN -xayu obj.du < PN *-x9jce

[TN nasalizable glottal stop]

FN tdy [tan’] ~TN tah ‘summer’ < PN *tag



Nenets cognates with regular sound correspondences

[initial consonants]
FN xatyu ~ TN saryo ‘rain’ < PN *saryo [before back vowels]

FN wyesya ~ TN yesya ‘iron, money’ < PN *wyesya
FN jitye- ~ TN yilye- ‘live’ < PN *jilye-

FN katya ~ TN xalya ‘fish’ < PN *kalya

[unstressed vowels]

FN syaqku ~ TN syako ‘red-breasted goose’ < PN *syaqko

FN xalyu ~'TN saryo ‘rain’ < PN *saryo

FN jityig ~'TN yilyeq ‘live’ conneg. / imp. subj.2sg < PN *jilyeq
FN tyamtiq ~ TN tyamteq ‘frog’ < PN *tyamtaeq



Forest Nenets sound changes

Metaphony
(in stressed syllables before syllables with *i or *u)

PN *3a>FN1 *ponnu > pinu ‘boat’ acc.pl
*tosaqkopti > tosaqgkipti ‘be suspicious’ 3sg
*a i *nyanu > nyiyu ‘chin, jaw’
*saryum- > xilyum- ‘start raining’
*Kkaji > kiji ‘stay, remain’ 3sg
*kajuq > kijuq ‘stay, remain’ imp. 2sg
*pajum- > yijum- ‘start thawing’
*ae i *tewipyita > tiwipyita ‘is reaching it’
*e i *pesi> pisi ‘camp’
*0 u *posipyita > pusipyita ‘[the wind] is blowing’



Restructuring of the vowel system
PN *9 >FNa  *ponno > panu ‘boat’
e a *pawa> pdawa ‘head’
*ae a *naewd> pdw° ‘messenger’

(high vowels only in the first syllable, e.g.)

PN *i > FNi *pyina- > pyind- ‘boil’

*u i *puta > piuta ‘hand’
*] i *pyina- > pyind- ‘fear’
0 u  *puna > puna ‘after’

(cf. PN *pyiryepyita > FN pyilyipyita ‘cooks it’ ~ TN pyiryebyida)



Merger of *a with *e after palatal consonants
PN *yae > FNye *pyama > pyema ‘reindeer fur boot’
*nutyaeta > piityet® ‘hand’ poss. pl2sg

Simplification of the vowel system in unstressed positions
PN*0 > FNu *ponno > pdanu ‘boat’
*ninno > yinu ‘bow’ acc.pl
*e i *sannyeq > xdnyiq ‘tail of a bird’
*ae i *tyamtaeq > tyamtiq ‘frog’

(dialectally *2 may remain distinct, symbolized with tyamtiq)

(cf. poss. pl2sg pinot°, pl xanyes®°q, pl tyamtiit°q)



Phonemization of vowel reduction

—rule: PN *3 > FN °in even syllables

— exception: the habitual suffix has ° irrespective of the position,
e.g., jityesy°qtu ‘live’ habit. 3sg (cf. TN yilyesyati)

Vowel shortening in monosyllabic forms
PN*V >FNV *ti># ‘reindeer’
*myaq > myaq ‘tent’
*syi > syi ‘hole’
*tu > tu ‘fire’

Merger of shortened mid vowels with high vowels
PN *e >FNi “*sye > syi ‘tongue’
*ten > fiy ‘sinew’
*0 i *to > tu ‘lake’
(reversed in FN dialects with additional vowels syé, tép, to, etc.)



Palatalization of velars before i (< *ae, *1)
PN *gp > FNupgyy *pellyi > pyintyi ‘strange’
*Kk ky *kimya > kyimya ‘who’
*kaewi > kyiwi ‘be sinful’ 3sg
*kaemyim- > kyimyim- ‘become shorter
*S Xy *sinta- > xyinta- ‘preserve’
*s1 > xyl ‘stock’

b/

Merger of laterals with trills
PN *] >FNr *li>ri>ti ‘bone’
*ly ry *solya > xdarya > xalya ‘cape’

Dissimilation in geminate liquids
PN*lIl > FNnr *salla > xdnr®> xant® ‘stump’
*ly nry *pyillyo > pyinryu > pyintyu ‘gadfly’



Relateralization of trills (conditionally or sporadically!)
PN *r > FNI[ *sormyigko > xilmyigk® ‘sable’
*] [ *saqla > xagla ‘stupid’
*luqka > liigk® ‘capercaillie’

Semivocalization of the intervocalic palatal nasal
PN*ny > FNj; *wyinya> wyija ‘strap’
*tyenye- > fyeje- ‘remember’

Shortening of nasal geminates
PN*nn > FNn *konno> kan° ‘sledge’
*jannay > jan® ‘earth’ dat.sg

*nny ny *myinnye- > myinye- ‘transport’
*mm m *pommata > ypamata ‘eat’ obj.sg3sg

*temmagq > femaq ‘sinew’ poss. 1pl
*mmy my *syimmya > syimya ‘become full of holes’ 3sg



Denasalization of *pgk (conditionally or sporadically!)

PN *gpk > FNk *jagku > jiku ‘is absent’
*nyenyanko > nyejank® ~ nyejak® ‘mosquito’
*Nyatogkona > Nyat°kana ‘on Nadym’

Phonemization of the fricativization of the intervocalic velar stop
PN*k > FNx *joka [joxa] > jaxa ‘river’
*jakona [jax°na] > jax°na ‘earth’ loc.sg

Emergence of the intervocalic glottal stop in the diminutive suffix,
e.g., nyityaquji ‘very small’

Velarization of initial non-palatal sibilant
PN *s > FNx “*saryo > xatyu ‘rain’



*3 (> 1) >11n secondarily stresses positions before *x
PN *3 > FNi “*karwato[x]ona > kal°tix°na ‘village’ loc.sg
*taewajo[x]on > tdw jixday ‘arrive’ refl.3du

Conditional loss of consonants adjacent to the schwa

PN*C > FNO *pyisy[°]y> pyisy° ‘laughter’
*pyisy[°Igpkana > pyisy°kdna ‘laughter’ loc.sg
*jann[°]p > jan® ‘earth’ dat.sg
*saqpat[°]m > xdagpat® ‘be strong’ 1sg
*karw|[°]tota > kal°tata ‘village’ poss. 3sg
(in dialects also katw°tdta)

Elimination of palatalization
PN *Cy > FNC “*poryityennya > pityityena ‘black’
*wyigkon(y)a > wyigk°na ‘water’ loc.sg



Tundra Nenets sound changes

Great consonant shift / Beaxukumn casur coriacusix [cf. sandhi]

PN *p>TN b /V_ *kopa > xoba ‘fur’
*kopta- > xabta- ‘extinguish’
o> d *wata > wada ‘hook’
®S > c /C_ *namsa > yamca ‘meat’

*myersya > myercya ‘wind’
*q > & | _Clobstr] *saqpa-> sapa- ‘hack’
*waqta > wata ‘extra’
*syaqko > syako ‘red-breasted goose’
*tye(qsyd- > tyecya- ‘be cold’
*K > x /V_V *joka > yaxa ‘river’
[ #_ *kopa > xoba ‘fur’



Semivocalization of the intervocalic labial nasal
PN*m > TNw *waema> wewa ‘bad’

*my >

*numo > yuwo ‘grass’ acc.pl
wy *nysemya > nyiwya > nyibya ‘needle’
*nyimye > nyiwye > (irr.) nyubye ‘ums’ acc.pl

Shortening of sonorant geminates [a recent change]
PN*nn > TNn  *konna > xan° ‘sledge’

*nny >
M >
My >
*mm >
*mmy >

ny *myinnye- > myinye- ‘transport’

l *sallo > sal° ‘stump’

ly *pyillyo > pyilyo ‘gadfly’

m  *pommata > yamada ‘eat’ obj.sg3sg

my *syimmya > syimya ‘become full of holes’ 3sg



Nasalization of postconsonantal *w [cf. aud., partic.fut, partic.neg]
PN*pgw > TNm *nyenywa > nyema ‘sleep’

Delabialization of initial *wy
PN *wy > TNy *wyesya > yesya ‘iron, money’

Glottalization of final velar nasal
PN*nyp > TNh *wig> wih ‘tundra’

Merger of *a with *i after palatal consonants
PN *yae > TNyi *pyama > pyiwa ‘reindeer fur boot’
(in non-initial syllables *1 > i, e.g.)
*nutyaets > pudyid® ‘hand’ poss. nom.pl2sg



Depalatalization of palatal labials before non-initial *9

PN *Cy > TNC *tyenyemya-> tyenyewa- ‘know’
*jeqpya- > yepa- ‘be hot’
*jempyaq- > yempaq- ‘dress’

Depalatalization of palatal dentals (not *sy) before non-initial *3
PN *Cy > TNC “*syelyo- > syela- ‘clean horns’

*wyeryaq- > yeraq- ‘cut into pieces’
*syutyor- > syudoar- ‘whistle’

*tyonnyd > tyon° ‘fox’ acc.pl

(except after *3, e.g.)

*pallyaq > paly°q ‘dense’

*karya- > xarya- ‘dock’

*natya- > padya- ‘be visible’

*kannyan > xany°h ‘frost’

PN *Cy



Non-initial vowel contractions (except before *x)
PN *awa > TN ua *juqtoma > *juqtowa > yutu® ‘stockfish’
*patoma > *patowd > padu® > padaw® ‘my bag’
*3jo > i2 *jurkajoq > yurki°q ‘rise’ refl.3sg
*patajota > padi°da ‘write’ obj.pl3sg

Conditional loss of the velar nasal (except before *x)
PN*p > TNO *Kkatangara > xadaar® ‘Kill’ obj.sg2sg
(cf. obj.du2sg xadanax°yud®)

Sporadic contractions
PN *VCV> TN Va *pojer- > pear- ‘do’
*joryer- > yoar- ‘fish’



Reanalysis of non-initial *ae
PN*a2 > TNe *jaqgkae > yake ‘smoke’

Phonemization of vowel reduction

—rule: PN *3 > TN °in even syllables

— exceptions: several suffixes with ° irrespective of the position, e.g.,
yisyal°ma ‘got crazy’ < PN *wyisyaloma > FN wyisyalama;
yilyey°btye- ‘live for a while’ < PN *jilyejoptye- > FN jilyijaptye-;
lakad‘ta- ‘click’ < PN *lagkatapta- > FN laqkatapta-;
pidey°da ‘hung them’ < PN *pitajata > FN pitajata

(cf. tideyada ‘smelling of cedar’)

Emergence of the intervocalic glottal stop, e.g., xabtyeq® ‘ox’ (< PN
*kaptyeqj® > FN kaptyeqj°), tyugad® ‘from above’



Consonant systems of Forest Nenets and Tundra Nenets

FN

m my n
p py t

ny 1n$§ 1y
ty k ky q

TN

my
y

m
p
b by

Y
b

w (wy)

- e O QL= B

y

k g/h



Forest Nenets vowel system

+ = in stressed syllables
— = In unstressed syllables

+
1 U i u
(€) (o) e o
a a a a

o]

a) a



Tundra Nenets vowel system

A = the ‘schwa’ only in unstressed syllables (allophone in PN)
B = the short vowel only in stressed syllables

C = the ‘basic’ vowels in all syllables

D = the ‘diphthongoid’ vowel only in initial syllables (after PN)
E = the long high vowels only in initial syllables (before PN)

A B C D K

c
]y



Proto-Nenets sound changes

Deaffrication
PS *¢  >PN*t  *Cen> *ten > *tey ‘sinew’
*salCa > *salta > *salls ‘stump’

Glottalization of syllable-final non-labial obstruents
PS *t > PN *q  *pitma > *pyigmya ‘trousers’
*mat > *méat > *myaq ‘tent’
*k > *q  *wajkkd > *wijqkad > *wyaegka ‘neck’
*S > *q  *sontds > *sonnyeq ‘tail of a bird’



Progressive assimilation of dental sonorant—stop clusters
PS *nt > PN *nn *Kkantd > *konno ‘sledge’
~TE kodo ~ FE kodo
*menta- > *minte- > *myinnye- ‘transport’
*jaantan > *jannay ‘earth’ dat.sg
it > ¥ *salCa > *salta > *sollo ‘stump’
~TE (der.) sode’ei ~ FE (der.) sore’e
*rt > *r  *karta > *kora ‘curve’
~TE koda ~ FE kora

Dentalization of the velar nasal before *t
PS *n > PN*n  *aptd > *intd > *nyants ‘blade’



Merger of *i and *e with a consequent vowel shift (final *a =)
PS *e¢ > *i > PN *yi *peta > *pita > *pyitya ‘nest’

*3 > Fe > *ye *kalu > *kelii > *syelo ‘sister-in-law’
*ela- > *ilye- > (irr.) *jilye- ‘live’
*a > *3 > *ya *mat > *mat > *myaq ‘tent’

FN myagq : acc.pl myatu : 3sg myaqgta
Ng magq : gen.pl maougq : 3sg matu
*Kkita > *kita > *Kitya ‘cup’
Ng kita : gen.pl kioaq : 3sg kitaou
*ota > *ota > *potya ‘berry’
Ng nuta : gen.pl yuoaq : 3sg yutaou
*a > *a *Kkata > *kata ‘grandmother’

[cf. Ng big < PS *wet < PU *weti, min- < *men- < *meni-, sig < *ket
< *keti, titi(d'a) < *CeCa < *CeCi, xifi < *peta < *pesi]



Monophthongization in stressed positions (examples)
PS *3j > PN*a  *t3j > *tae ‘birchbark’
*aj > *e  *wajma > *wama ‘bad’

*aj > *yee *Fwajkka > *wijqka > *wyaeqka ‘neck’
*aj > *yae *ajma > *pejma > *nyaemya ‘needle’
*0j > *0  *tojtd > *tota ‘vomit’

*uy > o Fuj- > Fpi- ‘swim’

*jo o> *yi  *tijma > *tyimya ‘fathom’

[cf. TN #i ~ TE tia ~ Ng taa ‘reindeer’ (SW *tle3);
TN Ui ‘bone’ ~Ng laa ‘ring’ (SW *le);
TN mi ‘nutrition’ ~ TE mu ~Ng maa ‘what’ (SW *me)]

[cf. TN po ~ TE pua ~ Ng hiia ‘year’ (SW *po3j vs MS *poa / *pua);
TN to ~TE tua ~ Ng t'iia ‘wing’ (SW *tuaj vs MS *tua);
TN xo0 ~TE kua ~ Ng kiia ‘birch’ (SW *ko3j vs MS *kua)]



Monophthongization in unstressed positions
PS *3j > PN*o  *t3gaj > *tapo ‘summer’
®j > *ye  *toraj > *tare > *torye ‘body hair’

Merger of the reduced vowels
PS *3 >PN*3  *t3g > *top ‘summer’
¥ > *3  *tar > *tor ‘body hair’
*3pto > *Fpopto ‘smell’
TN »abt° : acc.pl pabtye
*salCa > *salto > *salla ‘stump’
Ng salta : gen.pl saltiq : 3sg saltaoi

Elimination of vowel sequences (examples)

PS *a3 > PN=*a  *jad > *ja ‘earth’
o > *yi  Ftiarii > *tyirs ‘cloud’
o > *ya  *niiond > *nydnya ‘loon’



Merger of unstressed short high vowels with *
PS *i > PN *3 *ajwi> *paewo ‘messenger’
FN ndw® : poss. p12sg néwdt° [cf. pawdt°]
TE ai : gen.pl ai’
Ng nojbi : gen.pl nojbiq : 3sg nojbioii
*arati > *parato ‘size’
FN patat° : poss. pl3pl yal °tatuy ~ nat°tutuy
TE arooi [cf. d'abu : d'abodi]
*o> *yd *jiinti > *junny? ‘message’
*tonti > *tyonnya ‘fox’ acc.pl
Ng tunti : gen.pl tundiq : 3sg tuntioi
*u > *3  *Kkaru > *kara ‘knife’
*kopu > *kopa ‘fur’ acc.pl
TE koba : acc.pl k[o]bu
Ng kuhu : gen.pl kubaq : 3sg kuhuou
> *3  *Ftigrii > *tyira ‘cloud’



Shortening of unstressed long high vowels (examples)
PS *ia > PN*yi *ania> *ani > *panyi ‘other’
*uwy > *u  *agud > *ipgu > *nyangu ‘chin, jaw’

Nasal prothesis
PS O > PN *py  *uta > *puta ‘hand’

Translocation of palatality
PS *CV > PN *CyV *limpa > *lyimpya ‘eagle’
with a consequent merger of velars with dentals, e.g.
*IJV > *nyV *ama > *pgemi > *nyemya ‘mother’
*KkV > *syV “*tupkalj > *tupsyee ‘axe’ acc.pl

[cf. PS *na > Ng fna ~'TN nya ‘friend’, PS *nakur > Ng nagiir ~' TN
nyax°r ‘three’, PS *narama > Ng nnorumu ~ TN nyarawa ‘copper’,
PS *ap > Ng pay ~ TN nyah ‘mouth’]



Semivocalization of the intervocalic palatal nasal
PS ¥ > PN ¥%j *ing > *pijo ‘tame’
*wenii > *wini > *wyijo ‘brother-in-law’
Velarization of final dental nasal
PS *n > PN*p *Cen > *ten > *tey ‘sinew’

Conditional loss of the velar nasal
PS*y >PNQ  *panpdra> *nyadra ‘me3apa’
*tanan > *toar ‘summer’ gen.sg

Optionality of palatalization
PS *Cy >PN*C *wetkona > *wyigkon(y)a ‘water’ loc.sg



Reconstructed consonant systems of Proto-Nenets and Proto-Samoyed

PN PS
m my n ny I m n n g
p py t ty k I[q] p t k
¢ [c]
sy |[x] S
1 ly 1 I'
r ry r
W Wy J w J

[PN *1'epsa > Ng labsa : 3sg labsaou ‘cradle’ ~ TE l'it'o ~ TN yebc® :
acc.pl yebco; cf. SW *jepsd (? *jeapsd) ~ *leapsa (ng, en) vs MS
*I'e(3)psa]



Proto-Samoyed vowel system (e = SW *i, *a = SW *e, *a = SW *i)

*q *ii *j 1
%o %6 *e %0
*q *q *Q
*9 *3

Changes from Proto-Samoyed to Tundra Nenets (= PN)

*1> yi *u>yu - Fi>i *u>u
*e > yi *0 > yo *e>e *0> o0
*3 > ye *Ya>ya *a>a

*3> 9 *3> 9



Nenets reflexes of Proto-Samoyed initial consonants

(i) before back vowels minus *a (ii) before front vowels plus *a
PS PN TN FN PS PN TN FN
22 y *0  fmy  nmy  ny
“p PP P “p Py py  py
*t *t t { *t *ty ty ty
*¢ *t t t *¢ *ty ty ty
*k *Kk X k *Kk *sy Sy Sy
*m *m m m *m *my my my
*n *n n n *n *ny ny ny
*n *ny ny ny *n *ny ny ny
*wW *wW w w *W *wy wy
*J “J y J “J *J y J
*S *S S X *S *sy Sy Sy
*] *] / r>1 *] *ly ly ry > 1y



Nenets reflexes of Proto-Samoyed intervocalic consonants

(i) before back vowels minus *a (ii) before front vowels plus *a
PS PN TN FN PS PN TN FN
“p p b P *p *py by py
*t *t d t *t *ty dy ty
*¢ *t d t *¢ *ty dy ty
*k *k X ' *k *sy sy Sy
*m *m w m *m *my by my
*n *n n n *n *ny ny Jj
Mmoo Fj oy J mo oty J
M y y )y J
*w *w w w *w *wy wy>by wy
*] *] y J "] *] y J
*s *s S S *s *sy Sy Sy
*1 *1 l r>1 *] *ly ly ry>1ly
*r *r r r>1 *r *ry ry ry>1ly



Nenets reflexes of selected Proto-Samoyed consonant clusters

(i) before back vowels minus *a

PS

*rk

PN

*rk
*l]k
*nn
*nt

*11

*qt

TN FN PS
rk rk *rk
nk nk *pk
n n *nt
nt nt

lh>1 nr > nt

k qk

t qt

bt pt

m nw>w

qm qm

ny>ny nj

(ii) before front vowels plus *a

PN TN
*rsy rcy
*nsy ncy
*nny ny

FN

rsy
nsy

ny



Nenets reflexes of Proto-Samoyed final consonants excluding glides

PS PN TN  FN

%

“p p b P
“t *q q q
*¢ *q q q
“k *q q q
*m *m m m
*n *l] h n
1) . h /]
*s q q q
*] *] [ r>1
*r *r r r>1



Examples of regular sound correspondences between the Nenets languages

gloss

another
flood
diminish
know

strap

neck

tent

sleeps

you killed it

is eating

Forest Nenets

yiji

xamu

tyljum-
tyejimya-

wyija

wyeqk®

mydq (~ myat®)

kuni (~ konyuna ~ konyo®°)

katanat®

namulya ~ namuiya

Tundra Nenets
nanyi

sawo
tyanyum-
fyenyewo-
yinya

yik°

myaq

xoni

xadaar®

naworya



“cultural words”

gloss

needle
oven
table
cradle
malitsa
shirt
rifle
pincers
paper
smoke screen
broth
tobacco

Forest Nenets

xdatulipsy®
kel® ~ xdt°
pyisan®

yipu

myij°
jatnas®
pos®kan®
nyigmyitapsy"°
nepyaqk®
kigsyipty°q
wiji

syun® ~ syon®

Examples of lexical differences between the Nenets languages

Tundra Nenets

nyibya
pyecy® ~ xor®
tol° ~ toly®
yebc® ~ xo0°ba
maly®cya
yimpit°q
tu°nyi

ticyah

pad°r

purq

yewey®°

tabak® ~ syar®°



animals and plants
gloss

moose
sable

hare

horse

black grouse
woodpecker
worm

louse

aspen

Forest Nenets

kitlwaj°®
xilmyiqgk®
tolasyata ~ tawat®
law®

xatit

xaw°kat®

xiawa

yan®

pyr

Tundra Nenets

xabarta ~ xaborta
toq ~ tos°®

nyawa ~ teewasyi
yuna ~ yuno
syencya

tubkabco

xali

pancyeq®

nyurka



“basic verbs”

want xaq-
love kamsa-
be born watyo-
wait yeta-
rest nipta-
hurry teqta-
speak munug-

natural phenomena

sun jalya
smell myelsya
air, breath syeju

morning jutk®nu ~ jot°nu

Xorwa-
menye-
soya-
natye-
nila-
parompa-
lox°no-

xayer
nabt°

yint°q
xuwi®



body parts

tongue Syl nya°myu
(running) blood kém weya
(human) skin tenk® naya
swim bladder kaql°qku xab°dyo

kinship terms

elder sister apa nyabako
elder brother lja nyinyeka ~ nye°ka ~ nya°ka
younger sibling kagka  papa

mother’s younger brother xojugqma tyidya



