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Abstract
Free play has been seen as a nature for young children and also their motivation for
learning, it’s an important value for early childhood development. The data adopts
from a study of the agentive learning on children in Taiwan and Finland preschool
settings. The main purpose of this study is to explore the current status of the indoor
free play time. The participated number of young children in Taiwan is 490, in
Finland is 892. Time sampling of 5-mins interval applied for observing on activity
time frame arranged by the teacher, learning action of the target child is choosing,
attention of the child, the physical activity level, involvement level and main action of
nearest adult in order to understanding of children's actions and her/his learning in the
situation.This study focuses on indoor free play time. Data obtained 5,879 (19.7%)
cases under free play time within total 29,856, Taiwan 1,307, Finland 4,572. Main
findings found as following: (1) There are significant differences between activities
being arranged by the Taiwan and Finland teachers (y?= 5249.53, p <.001), there is
highest proportion with indoor teacher guided time in Taiwan, and higher than Finland;
indoor free play time is the highest proportion in Finlandand significantly higher than

Taiwan. (2) During the indoor free play time,the type of activityof children selected
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also presents significant differences (y? = 445.16, p <.001) between two countries. In
both countries children are mostly play with "toys, materials and physical game"
during indoor free play time; however Finland children select "role play" are
significantly more than children in Taiwan. Taiwan children choose reading, watching
videos "visual activities is much higher than Finnish children. (Taiwan13.5%, Finland
4.5%) (3) During indoor free play time, data for children’s attention is also
presentingsignificant differences (y? = 258.12, p <.001) between countries, the main
attention of young children in Taiwan is non-social object, Finland is peer-based, their
attention focused on adults are in the lowest proportion. (4) The children's physical
activity levels under indoor free play time are presenting a significant difference (y2 =
45.83, p <.001)between two countries, majority of participants in Taiwan present low
level of physical activity; Finnish children showing higher physical activity level than
Taiwan children. (5) Involvement of children is also showing significant differences
(y?= 185.35, p <.001) between countries, most of the young children in Finland and
Taiwan showed moderate investment and high level of involvement, however Finnish
young children presents a higher level than Taiwan’s young children . (6) The main
behaviors of nearest adult are presenting significant differences (y? = 315.84, p <.001)
between countries and the presence of adult attention to target young children also
presents significant differences (y 2 = 28.93, p <.001). During indoor free play period,
although the teachers’main action were mainly with observation on children in both
countries but data in Taiwan shows significantly higher than data of Finnish teachers,
also higher percentage of teachers in Taiwan focus on the target child. Higher
proportion of teachers interacted with one child in both countries. The results of this
study help to understand indoor free play in Taiwan and Finnish preschool, and
competences these with the cultural context factors, as well as the relationship with

agentive learning.
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