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Lichens 
practical

Introduction
• Symbiosis of two 

components: Phycobiont (Algae)
and Mycobiont (Fungi)

• Classification of lichens
• Macrolichens & microlichens

Source: Google images



Steps in lichen collection
1. Sample collection:
• Field requirements: paper bags, hand lens, 

knife, map, colour reagents, 
compass, notebook & pencil/pen

• Collection data:
ü Location information
ü Coordinates (Maastokartat app)
ü Preliminary identification
ü Date
ü Descriptions of collection area
ü Exposition (using compass)
ü Collector name
ü Collection number

Picture: red colour reaction of Xanthoria parietina with KOH



2. Identification:
• Microscope, literature, colour

reagents, reference material 
(herbarium)

3. Preparing the herbarium specimen:
• Storage in freezer
• Placed in brown paper envelopes
• Preparing the label (important 

references: Karttapaikka, Index 
fungorium, International Plant 
Names Index)



• Digitization (Kotka)
• Incorporating the specimen into the museum 

collections


