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LINKS:

 http://www.naturegate.net
 http://www.helsinki.fi/people/mauri.ahlberg 
  IUCN: http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cec/?2614/httpcecwclnorgindexphpmodulepagesetterfuncviewpubtid1pid668

 HYPERLINK "http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cec/?2614/httpcecwclnorgindexphpmodulepagesetterfuncviewpubtid1pid668" \t "_blank" 
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cec/?2614/
  The Finnish Institute of Environment (SYKE), and Ministry of Environment:
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=298951&lan=EN
  Finnair’s Blue Wings magazine has published a beautiful article of NatureGate
http://www.digipaper.fi/bluewings/25082/ The article is on pages 60 – 63. The fastest way to find it is to use pull-down menu on the top of the pages. 

  Biodiversity Information Standards (TDWG):
http://www.tdwg.org/biodiv-projects/projects-database/view-project/1550/


 HYPERLINK "http://www.tdwg.org/biodiv-networks/networks-database/view-project/56/" \t "_blank" 
http://www.tdwg.org/biodiv-networks/networks-database/view-project/56/ 

  Poster at the e-Biosphere 09 conference, June 1 – 3, 2009, London, UK. In the category: New Tools, Services and Standards for Data Management and Access, http://www.e-biosphere09.org/posters/D1.pdf 
  Lehmuskallio, E., Lehmuskallio, J., Kaasinen, A. &  Åhlberg, M. 2008. NatureGate® online service as a resource source for CmapTools. In Cañas, A, Reiska, P., Åhlberg, M.  &  Novak, J. ( Eds.) 2008.  Proceedings of the Third International  Conference on Concept Mapping. Concept Mapping: Connecting Educators. Tallinn, Estonia & Helsinki, Finland 2008, http://cmc.ihmc.us/cmc2008papers/cmc2008-p801.pdf 


From the Course homepage we learn:

“The current issues in sustainable forest resource management emphasise the importance of the effects and interactions between the forest and human ecosystems. The integration of these dynamics is essential to facilitate the creation of a multistakeholder system that simultaneously preserves natural forests for the mankind, guarantees environmental services for societies as well as secures a sustainable supply of wood and non-wood forest resources to the forest sector dependent communities worldwide.”

Main claims of our presentation

(1)        For maintaining sustainable ecosystem services, it is important to learn about biodiversity and how to use biodiversity sustainably also in forestry, and for Ecosystem Services in Forest Management.
(2)       Species are biological components and indicators of ecosystems and ecosystem services. Species make possible cumulative biological research. If we do not know species concerned, biological knowledge is often meaningless.
(3)        There are over 600 Biodiversity Information Projects of the World according to TDWG, the only one that is free, inter-active, easy-to-use and rapid  is NatureGate Online Service, http://www.tdwg.org/biodiv-projects/
(4)        NatureGate Online Service from viewpoint of forestry: Trees are often main elements in landscapes. However, wildflowers, pollinating and leaf eating butterflies, and birds are also important. Later on rocks, minerals and soils will be added to NatureGate Online Service. Then conceptual ecosystem models can be created.
(5) Currently, most of the species in NatureGate Online Service, are from Finland and Scandinavia. But many of the species are circumpolar or practically cosmopolitan.  

(6) We are looking for partners from other regions and countries. The plan is to create sister companies around the world, covering more and mores species and species groups.

(7) The identification tool of the NatureGate Online Service is based on the Worldwide patented method and system of Eija and Jouko Lehmuskallio. This system is licenced to NatureGate Ltd, one of the partners is the University of Helsinki.

(8) The best way to learn both the use of the identification tool and species in Finland is to practice NatureGate Online Service.

