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Field Trials 

Field trials differ from clinical trials in that they deal with subjects who have not yet got-
ten disease and therefore are not patients. Whereas the patients in a clinical trial may face 
the complications of their disease with high probability during a relatively short time, typi-
cally the risk of contracting a given disease for the first time is comparatively small. Conse-
quently, field trials usually require a greater number of subjects than clinical trials and there-
fore are usually much more expensive. Furthermore, since the subjects are not patients, who 
usually come to a central location for treatment, a field trial often necessitates visiting sub-
jects in the field (at work, home, or school) or establishing centers from which the study can 
be conducted and to which subjects are urged to report. These design features add to cost. 

The expense of field trials limits their use to the study of preventives of either ex-
tremely common or extremely serious diseases. Several field trials were conducted to de-
termine the efficacy of large doses of vitamin C in preventing the common cold (Kar-
lowski et al., 1975; Dykes and Meier, 1975). . . . 



 

 

 

 



Acquisitions Editor: Richard Winters 
Developmental Editor: Erin O'Connor 
Manufacturing Manager: Dennis Teston 
Cover Designer: Betty Sokol 
Indexer: Maria Coughlin 
Compositor: Lippincott-Raven Electronic Production 
Printer: Maple Press 

© 1998, by Lippincott-Raven Publishers. All rights reserved. This book is protected by 
copyright. No part of it may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in 
any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise— 
without the prior written consent of the publisher, except for brief quotations embodied 
in critical articles and reviews. For information write Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 
227 East Washington Square, Philadelphia, PA 19106-3780. 

Materials appearing in this book prepared by individuals as part of their official du-
ties as U.S. Government employees are not covered by the above-mentioned copyright. 

Printed in the United States of America 

9 8 7 6 5 4 3  

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Rothman, Kenneth J. 
Modern epidemiology / by Kenneth J. Rothman and Sander Greenland : 
[additional contributions by James W. Buehler ... et al.]. — 2nd ed. p.    
cm. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 0-316-75780-2 
1. Epidemiology.    2. Epidemiology—Statistical methods. I. 

Greenland, Sander, 1951-       .    II. Title. 
[DNLM: 1. Epidemiology.    2. Epidemiologic Methods.    WA 105 R846m 1998] 

RA651.R63    1998 614.4-dc21 DNLM/DLC For Library of Congress 

Care has been taken to confirm the accuracy of the information presented. Nevertheless, 
the authors, editors, and publisher are not responsible for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences from application of the information in this book and make no warranty, ex-
press or implied, with respect to the contents of the publication. 


